
Frequently Asked Questions about MAP and Primary – MAP 

What are the different NWEA Assessments? 
NWEA’s computerized adaptive tests are called Primary Measures of Academic Progress (P-
MAP) and Measure of Academic Progress, or (MAP). When taking a P-MAP or MAP test, the 
difficulty of each question is based on how well a student answers all the previous questions. As 
the student answers correctly, questions become more difficult. If the student answers 
incorrectly, the questions become easier. In an optimal test, a student answers approximately half 
the items correctly and half incorrectly. The final score is an estimate of the student’s 
achievement level. 

What subjects do P-MAP and MAP and assess? 
P-MAP is available in mathematics and reading.  MAP is available in mathematics, reading, 
language usage, and science assessments. 

Will I receive a report on my child’s performance on this test? 
Yes. Parents/guardians will receive a performance report which will reflect their child’s 
performance on this assessment.   

Is it more important to consider my child’s MAP/P-MAP scores, his or her GEPA/NJASK 
scores, or my child’s grades to know how he or she is doing in school? 
It is most important to look at many different measures when considering how your child is 
doing in school. These measures may include MAP/P-MAP results, GEPA/NJASK scores, 
grades, and input from your child’s teachers.  No one measure, by itself, will provide a complete 
picture.  

How does the P-MAP assess students who may not be able to read yet?   
The P-MAP assessment includes an audio feature, through which all test items are read for 
students in the primary grades.  Students also have practice experiences in using the computer in 
P-MAP warm up activities, so the children will know what to expect on the day of testing.  

Do the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) and Primary Measure of Academic 
Progress (P-MAP) replace the NJASK and GEPA? 
No. The MAP and P-MAP tests are district level assessments.  The GEPA and NJASK are 
assessments mandated by the State of New Jersey, and will continue to be administered as per 
the directives of the NJDOE. 

How long does it take to complete a test? 
Although the tests are not timed, it usually takes students about 30 minutes to complete the P-
MAP and one hour to complete each test for MAP. 



When will my child be tested and how often? 
Districts have the option of testing their students up to four times a year. Districts typically test 
students at the beginning of the school year in fall and at the end of the school year in spring. 
Some districts may also choose to test students in winter and summer.  The Howell Township 
Public School will administer P-MAP (Primary Measures of Academic Progress) & MAP 
(Measures of Academic Progress) to students twice during the 2006-2007 school year. 

Can my child use a calculator during the assessment? 
A calculator is automatically provided on the computer for any questions on which a student may 
use a calculator to respond to a question.  For test items where a calculator is not permitted, the 
computer will automatically remove the calculator from the computer screen.   

Do all students in the same grade take the same test? 
No. NWEA assessments are designed to target a student’s academic performance in 
mathematics, reading, language usage, and science. These tests are tailored to an individual’s 
current achievement level. This gives each student a fair opportunity to show what he or she 
knows and can do. If a school uses MAP, the computer adjusts the difficulty of the questions so 
that each student takes a unique test. The chart describes the assessment and areas tested, 
according to each grade span. 

Assessment Content Areas Grades 
Primary Measures of 
Academic Progress (P-
MAP) 

• Reading 
• Mathematics 

Grades K through 2 

Measures of Academic 
Progress (MAP) 

• Reading 
• Language Usage 
• Mathematics 

Grades 3 through 5 

Measures of Academic 
Progress (MAP) 

• Reading 
• Language Usage 
• Mathematics 
• Science (Gr. 7 & 8) 

Grades 6 through 8 

What are NWEA assessments used for? 
NWEA assessments are used to measure your student’s progress or growth in school. You may 
have a chart in your home on which you mark your child’s height at certain times, such as on his 
or her birthday. This is a growth chart. It shows how much he or she has grown from one year to 
the next. NWEA assessments do the same sort of thing, except they measure your student’s 
growth in mathematics, reading, language usage, and science skills. The scale used to measure 
your child’s progress is called the RIT scale (Rasch unIT). The RIT scale is an equal-interval 
scale much like feet and inches on a yardstick. It is used to chart your student’s academic growth 
from year to year. 

How do teachers use the test scores? 
NWEA tests are important to teachers because they keep track of progress and growth in basic 
skills. They let teachers know where a student’s strengths are and if help is needed in any 
specific areas. Teachers use this information to help them guide instruction in the classroom. 

2




How can I prepare my child for testing?  Should I have my Three kinds of parental involvement 
child study before the test? at home are consistently associated 
There is no benefit to having your child study to prepare for the with higher student achievement: 
P-MAP and MAP assessments.  Since the tests are intended to • Actively organizing and 

determine your child’s current instructional level, the best way to monitoring a child’s time. 

prepare for this assessment is to make sure that your child is • Helping with homework. 
• Discussing school matters. 

well-rested and has a healthy breakfast on the days of testing.   

What is a Lexile? 
A Lexile is a unit for measuring text difficulty that is linked to the reading RIT score. Lexile is 
reported on an equal interval scale, like the RIT scale. 10L is at the low end of the scale and 
1700L is at the high end. Books for beginning readers are listed as BR on the scale. It allows 
educators and parents to find books, periodicals, and other reading material that is appropriately 
challenging for each student.  Students are considered to be at an appropriate level when they can 
comprehend approximately 75% of the material they read. This ensures that students are neither 
frustrated nor bored, and are stimulating their learning processes while rewarding their current 
reading abilities.  For more information on Lexile scores, see the Parent Toolkit, accessible 
through the Parent Resources link, on the Assessment page of the district website.   

What is a District Average? 
A District Average reflects the average RIT score for all students in the school district, in the 
same grade, who were tested at the same time. 

What does P-MAP stand for? 
The Primary Measures of Academic Progress, or P-MAP, are a series of computerized adaptive 
tests that measure a student’s general knowledge in reading and mathematics.  The Primary 
Measures of Academic Progress is administered to students in Grades K-2. 

What is the MAP? 
The Measures of Academic Progress, or MAP, are a series of computerized adaptive tests that 
measure a student’s general knowledge in reading, language usage, mathematics and science. 
The Measures of Academic Progress is administered to students in Grades 3-8. 

What is a Percentile Range? 
Percentiles are used to compare one student’s performance to that of the norm group. Percentile 
means the student scored as well as or better than that percent of students taking the test in 
his/her grade. There is about a 68% chance that a student’s percentile ranking would fall within 
this range if the student tested again relatively soon. 

What is a Percentile Rank? 
The percentile rank is a normative statistic that indicates how well a student performed in 
comparison to the students in the norm group. The most recent norm sample was a group of over 
2.3 million students from across the United States. A student’s percentile rank indicates that the 
student scored as well as, or better than, the percent of students in the norm group. In other 
words, a student with a percentile rank of 72 scored as well as, or better than 72% of the students 
in the norm group. 
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What are curriculum standards? 
Standards are statements, developed by states or districts, of what students should know and be 
able to do, related to specific academic areas.  NWEA’s P-MAP and MAP assessments are 
aligned to the New Jersey state standards, as well as the national standards. 

What is a RIT score? 
Tests developed by NWEA use a scale called RIT to measure student achievement and growth. 
RIT stands for Rasch UnIT, which is a measurement scale developed to simplify the 
interpretation of test scores. The RIT score relates directly to the curriculum scale in each subject 
area. It is an equal-interval scale, like feet and inches, so scores can be added together to 
calculate accurate class or school averages. RIT scores range from about 140 to 300. Students 
typically start at the 140 to 190 level in the third grade and progress to the 240 to 300 level by 
high school. RIT scores make it possible to follow a student’s educational growth from year to 
year. 
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